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Strategy and Security Studies Suite: 
Intermediate Professional Military Education

• Courses are self-paced and facilitated.
• Two self-paced courses prepare the student for a final facilitated 

course in the strategy and security studies suite (SSS suite).
• These courses and readings prepare students for a “capstone” 

facilitated course in the SSS suite.
• Other courses at IDE level include Leadership and Joint Airpower 

and Warfare Studies courses.  These consist of self-paced and 
facilitated courses.

• These excerpts are designed to demonstrate the outline for
courseware in the Global College.



All IDE Courses
• Three functional areas/departments: 

• Strategy and Security Studies (in this presentation)
• Joint Airpower and Warfare Studies
• Leadership



WAR 601S-Warfare Studies
Course Description

The Warfare Studies (WS) course introduces students to the canon of military theory, focusing on issues such as the 
nature of war, the levels of war, the range of military operations, military strategy, and operational art. This course 
specifically examines not only traditional forms of warfare but also guerrilla, insurgency, counterinsurgency, and other 
forms of warfare. Students will apply the lessons of military theory and their understanding of warfare to operational 
challenges facing today’s and tomorrow’s United States military.

Course Learning Outcomes

After completing the course, students should be able to:

1. Elaborate on the connections between the fundamental characteristics of warfare, military theories, and historical 
precedents and their implications for effectively employing the military instrument of power (IOP) across the range 
of military operations. (Understanding) 

2. Analyze traditional and alternative forms of warfare and competition, considering various perspectives and aspects. 
(Analyzing)

3. Employ insights from military theory, historical practice, and existing U.S. security and military directives to 
contextualize and navigate the complexities of modern strategic competition. (Applying)



ISS-601S - National Security & Strategic 
Competition

Course Description

Renewed competition among international great powers is progressively shaping America’s national security landscape. As 
states vie for greater influence on the international stage, they shape US security strategies, policies, and interests. In this
course, students will learn how to effectively interpret (a) the 21st century’s dynamic security environment by exploring the
theoretical and historical underpinnings of strategic competition, (b) the tools of national security, and (c) key geographic and 
domain flashpoints animating contemporary competition.

Course Learning Outcomes

After completing the course, students should be able to:

1. Explain the factors that inform US national security decision making in the context of strategic competition. (Understanding)

2. Interpret the utility and limitations of IR theory in the context of strategic competition. (Applying)

3. Interpret the utility and limitations of international history for understanding strategic competition. (Applying)



ISS-602A – Making Decisions
Course Description

There is a complicated interdependency among the schools of international relations (IR), the use of 
instruments of power, and the implications of warfare theories in American policy, strategy, and the 
complex interactions of international relations. Students will gain the ability to compare and contrast
schools of International Relations and instruments of power to more effectively analyze American 
security challenges. This course provides an in-depth exploration of the complexity involved with 
developing and executing national strategy. Students are afforded an opportunity to integrate course 
outcomes from ISS-601S National Security and Strategic Competition and WAR-601S Warfare 
Studies. In this course, students will use their foundational knowledge of national security and 
warfare studies to analyze a real-world crisis affecting international relations and global security.

Course Learning Outcomes

After completing the course, students should be able to:

1. Analyze the utility and limitations of IR theory in the context of strategic competition. (Analyzing)
2. Apply an ends-ways-means-risk approach to strategic competition with the People’s Republic of 
China. (Applying)



WAR-601S- WarfareStudies



GCPME Distance Learning Warfare Studies Canvas course:
1. Course Syllabus and lessons easily accessible from course home page.

2. Interactive lessons incorporate introductory readings, media, videos, articles, and literature.

3. Easy navigation to course material by “click to begin lesson” buttons.











GCPME Distance Learning Warfare Studies Canvas course:
1. Students can easily track course progress by accessing modules page.

2. Incorporate tools such as “Yellow Dig” to facilitate course material discussion; helping students connect

and have meaningful conversations about course material.

3. Rubrics easily accessible providing students valuable information and criteria for grading assignments



ISS-601S - National Security & 
Strategic Competition



GCPME Distance Learning National Security and Strategic Competition Canvas course:
1. Course syllabus provides summary of course learning objectives.

2. “Resource List” contains all the course material;providing students repository with all course material.

3. Export course content available in every course for offline course access.













ISS-602A –  Making Decisions



GCPME Distance Learning Making Decisions Canvas course:
1. Course syllabus provides summary of course learning objectives.

2. “Resource List” contains all the course material;providing students repository with all course material.







GCPME Distance Learning Making Decisions Canvas course:
1. This is an applied course in which students get to use the knowledge acquired in previous courses.

2. Thereare two assignments (week 1and week 2). Students must craft and post a paragraph to answer a

prompt and must actively interactwith other students by providing feedback to other student’s posts.

Week 1Assignment

Week 2Assignment



GCPME Distance Learning Making Decisions Canvas course:
1. Course culminates with final essay submission.

2. Students must write an essay to answer a question on a real-world scenario. This allows students to draw 

upon all they have learned in ISS-601S, WAR-601S, and this course’smaterial to writean essay.
The rubric provides valuable information regarding the criteria 

the assignment will be evaluated against
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